
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE OF THE PRINCELY HOUSE 
 

 

Stephan Koja assumes management of the Princely Collections 

 
Dr Stephan Koja will take over the management of the Princely Collections (LIECHTENSTEIN. The Princely 

Collections) as of 1 April 2023. He succeeds Dr Johann Kräftner (71), who is retiring in March following a 

special exhibition titled “CAST FOR ETERNITY. The Bronzes of the Princes of Liechtenstein” (GEGOSSEN 

FÜR DIE EWIGKEIT. Die Bronzen der Fürsten von Liechtenstein). Mr Kräftner will end his official 

operational duties after more than 20 years, but will remain involved with the Princely House through 

other projects and tasks. 

Dr Stephan Koja (b. 1962) is currently director of the renowned Sempergalerie Old Masters Painting 

Gallery and the Sculpture Collection (Antiquity to 1800) of the State Art Collections in Dresden. Koja, 

who was born in Vienna and grew up in Salzburg, was responsible for managing the 19th-century and 

classical modern collections at the Austrian Galerie Belvedere until 2016, before taking up his current 

post in Germany. He has curated numerous exhibitions of Old Masters, 19th century, and classical 

modern art in Vienna and Dresden - as well as beyond, in cities including Salzburg, Madrid, Paris, Lisbon, 

Osaka, Tokyo, Columbus, and Fort Worth. 

In 2020, he successfully reopened the splendidly renovated Semper Gallery in Dresden with a unique 

exhibition of paintings and sculptures which were chosen to interact meaningfully with each other. 

 

Dr Stephan Koja succeeds Director Johann Kräftner, who has managed the Princely Collections since 

2002. Kräftner, an architecture and art historian, shaped the collections with numerous new acquisitions 

and major international exhibitions in America, Europe, and Southeast Asia - most recently in a Hong 

Kong exhibit which opened on 8 November 2022. Dr Kräftner also oversaw the elaborate complete 

renovation of the two palaces located in Vienna.  

 

Prince Hans-Adam II is pleased with the Foundation Board’s new appointment: "With Dr Koja, we have 

been able to engage an internationally recognised expert for the Princely Collections. At the same time, I 

would like to thank Dr Johann Kräftner very much for his tremendous service. He has positioned the 

Collections internationally with strategic foresight and thus rendered a valuable service, not only to the 

Princely House but also to society as a whole. Dr Stephan Koja will provide a seamless continuation of 

expertise - including the assurance that the Collections are in the hands of an experienced and 

innovative director who will guide us into a new era. 

 

Dr Stephan Koja: "I am very pleased to take over the direction of the Princely Collections and for the 

chance to highlight how older works may remain relevant in the present day. We are very much aware 

of the Old Masters’ significance and modernity would be inconceivable without referencing their 

importance. The Collections of the Princes of Liechtenstein reflect this in an especially unique manner." 
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Biography: 

 

Dr Stephan Koja is currently Director of the Old Masters Picture Gallery and the Sculpture Collection 

(Antiquity to 1800) of the Dresden State Art Collections. Born in Vienna in 1962, he studied art history 

and classical archaeology at the universities of Salzburg and Vienna. From 1989 to 1991 he worked as a 

freelance curator, and in 1992 was appointed curator of the 19th century and classical modern 

collections at the Austrian Galerie Belvedere. In 1995 he founded the "Belvedere" art magazine, of 

which he was editor until 2006. He has also earned a distinguished reputation as a curator and 

exhibition director in many museums around the world. At the Dresden Gemäldegalerie, Koja has been 

curating both the Old Masters Picture Gallery and the sculpture collection since spring 2016, working 

closely with a highly competent team of curators and restorers. He advanced and developed the 

scholarly indexing and seized the unique opportunity to integrate the presentation of the two 

collections in the Sempergalerie, which reopened in February 2020 after almost seven years of 

renovation. Koja initiated a wealth of important restorations and curated spectacular exhibitions which 

drew the public's attention to the unique collections in Dresden. Koja is the author and editor of 

numerous monographs and exhibition catalogues on Raphael, Caravaggio, Vermeer, Bellotto, Klimt, 

Monet, and Rodin, among others. 

 

Information regarding the Princely Collections (LIECHTENSTEIN. The Princely Collections): 

 
The collections of the Prince von und zu Liechtenstein has grown over the centuries to become one of 
the most important private collections in the world. They comprise some 1600 paintings with 
masterpieces ranging from the early Renaissance to post mid-19th century, including works by Lukas 
Cranach the Elder, Quentin Massys, Raphael, Peter Paul Rubens, Anthonis van Dyck, Frans Hals, 
Rembrandt, Rudolf von Alt, Ferdinand Georg Waldmüller, Friedrich von Amerling and Hans Makart.  
 
Equally important in terms of art history is the collection of Italian bronzes, focusing on masterpieces 
from the 16th to the 18th century. In addition to these outstanding paintings, sculptures and statues, 
the Princely Collections also contain notable collections of graphic art, pietra dura works, enamels, 
ivories, ceremonial weapons, porcelains, tapestries, and furniture, many of which were once part of the 
furnishings of the family's palaces and residences.  
 
A special selection of the permanent displays can be viewed in a guided tour of the family's two 
Viennese palaces, one in the Rossau and the other in the city centre. Additional pieces can be seen in 
special exhibitions of the Princely Collections, or as individual loans worldwide. 

 

 

Vaduz/Vienna, 18th November 2022 

 

 

 

Media enquiries: 

 

Nicole Biedermann 

Secretary to H.S.H. the Prince of Liechtenstein 

Vaduz Castle 

9490 Vaduz 

Telefon +423 238 12 00 

E-Mail: sf@sfl.li 
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